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        March 26, 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

Next week, we will begin our third week of home instruction.  With each passing day, our 
teachers are working to refine the home instruction experience for every student.  As the world 
around us changes, we will continue to adjust to the needs of our students during this difficult 
time.  I wish good health for everyone in our Chesterfield Township school community. 
 

Although the President of the United States is optimistic and has set a goal of Easter 
Sunday for our country to begin to return to normal, our Governor has made comments that 
indicate an extended school closing is on the horizon.  As mentioned in last week’s letter, we will 
continue to plan and prepare for an extended school closing.  I can’t stress enough the 
importance of maintaining close contact with your child’s teacher during this time.  Your feedback 
to your child’s teacher will provide valuable information that they can use to improve the home 
instruction experience.  As a school district, we also ask that parents be aware and respectful of 
the times our teachers are available to both students and parents during the day. 
 

As more information becomes available about school closures, we will update all parents 
on the possible reopening of school.  Obviously, if the school does not reopen for the 2019-2020 
school year, there will be several tasks that will need to be rescheduled.  For example, we will 
have to reschedule kindergarten screening at some point this spring or summer.  As I stated, we 
will continue to plan for the possibility of an extended closure.  
 

In an effort to ensure the school district is able to operate during the school closure, the 
Chesterfield Township Board of Education has rescheduled the March 18, 2020 meeting to 
Tuesday, March 31, 2020 to address essential school business.  The meeting will be held remotely, 
and members of the public will also be able to access the meeting remotely.  If a member of the 
public is interested in participating in the public comment portion of the meeting, that option is 
available.  Specific notices have been posted with details of the meeting, and the information is 
also posted on the district website. 
 

Although we don’t know what the future holds as far as when we may return to the school 
building this spring, with every passing day the closing of the building has an impact on future 
events.  Obviously, all events are canceled until further notice.  However, I will begin to update 
you on specific events as time passes.  On Monday, March 24, 2020, Governor Murphy announced 
that all statewide student assessments for the spring of 2020 are canceled.  This includes the New 
Jersey Student Learning Assessment (NJSLA), ACCESS for English Language Learners (ELL), and the 
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Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM). Whether school reopens or not, the choral program is officially 
canceled for the remainder of the school year. Unfortunately, we will not host a spring choral 
concert.  I apologize to all of our 5th and 6th grade choral students who were part of that program.  
We know you’ve put hours of hard work and dedication into a final performance. 
 

Best wishes to all students and parents and stay healthy. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Scott Heino 

 

Scott Heino 
         


